
Fall issue  September, 2020 

Thank you to past council… 
How can we express the appreciation deserved for such a contribution of service to this community? 
Our sincere thanks to Gerry Worobec (11 years), Larry Zemlak (11 years), Chris Moffat (8 years), 

Doug Guenther (4 years) and Laurie Bzdel (3 years).  Thank you to each and every one of you for 
giving so much to our community. 

The Manitou Beach Team 
Mayor: Poppy Petersen 
Councilors: Vince Armstong,  
 Mike Hayward,  
 Bill Mattick,  
 Robb LaRochelle 
Administrator:  Bev Laird 
Foreman:  Lindsay Whitfield 
Maintenance:  Bryan Marciszyn, Fran Potts, Justin Demmans 
  

Check out the website 
manitoubeach.ca 

You will find bylaws and policies, 

council minutes, archived news-
letters, links to tourism and Face-

book.  There are forms that may 

be useful if you want to rent the 
hall, apply for a building permit or 

variance request, pet license, re-
quest to speak at a council meet-

ing, and the email consent form. 
Who is not getting this 
newsletter? 
Have you signed up for billing for 

your utility bill?  Contact the office 
to do so and save a few bucks.  

Some people think this will get 
you on the email lists as well.  

That requires a separate form be-

cause of privacy laws.  This form 
is on the website on the quick link 

to forms.  Then you will get the 
newsletter, and other communi-

cation from the office. 

MANITOU MATTERS 
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Council Meetings 
Council Meetings are on Youtube.  
They are live streamed but also ar-

chived so they can be viewed later.  
Search “Resort Village of Manitou 

Beach” on Youtube to find it. 

Council is pleased to announce that 

in addition to the live streamed 
meeting, efforts are being made to 

move the meetings to the hall to 

meet Covid protocols.  This will al-
low people to speak in person and 

also allow for a limited gallery. 

Council meets at 5:30.  The next 

council meetings are: 
Sept 28,  

Oct 5th and 19th,  
Nov 2nd, 16th and 30th 

Dec.14th. 

Contact Information… 
Village Office - 306-946-2831/ manbe@sasktel.net 

- 701 Lakeview Ave. S0K 4T1 
-Mon,Tues,Thurs, Fri 9-12,1-5 Closed Wed. 

Poppy Peterson, Mayor - pgill@sasktel.net 
Vince Armstrong - vincentlaurencearmstrong@gmail.com 

Mike Hayward - mike_350tpi@hotmail.com 

Bill Mattick -  b.mattick@sasktel.net 
Robb Larochelle - apis1111@shaw.ca 

Type to enter text 

Kind Regards … 
As you are all well aware of, Covid-19 has created many chal-

lenges for people, businesses and municipal elections.  Resort 

Villages have municipal elections in the summer.  It’s one of 

the perks of being a “Resort Village.”  The seasonal residents 

have the opportunity to take part in the election process.  It was 

up to resort villages to set the bar for safe voting at municipal 
elections for all the other municipalities having elections in the 

fall.  Election 2020 saw almost 100 more voters that 2016.  279 
voters voted by mail-in ballot, advance polls or on election day.  

Everyone adhered to the distancing and gathering guidelines 
set out by the province perfectly.  Congratulations Manitou 

Beach residents, well done!     Bev Laird 

Interesting Facts… 
The 2016 census has our permanent population at 314. 

There are about 502 curbstops in the village. 

94 change of ownerships have occurred between Jan 1, 2019 

and Sept. 17, 2020 

The newsletter has 304 recipients (let’s grow this). 

How were your summer fires? 
 
Excellent-no wind, seasoned 

wood, no problems 
Not bad - can’t make the above 

claim though 
Oh Oh- might have annoyed the 

neighbours  
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Looking Back into our Past… 
Do you remember when… 

There was a hangout for teenagers at the south side of the “Whitmore Hotel” or called “The Carls-
bad?”  There were 8 or 9 pinball machines and a Jukebox.  Songs were five for 25 cents or 7 songs 

for 25 cents cash! “Del Shannon” played “Little Runaway” all day long!  ....................................... Oz K 

“What I remember?” 

My grandparents Dagny and Harald Larsen bought the 
cabin on Evenson in the late 1950’s.  Childhood memo-

ries spending all summer with my sister and cousins un-
der the tutelage of Grandma Dagny.  Adventures in 

Wellington, cooling off in the creek, berry picking and 
walking to Haberman’s farm for milk and cream.  Long 

days at the east beach climbing monkey bars, playing 

on the merry go round, floating and swimming for hours 
on end.  The weekends were culminated by a walk 

down to the main beach to listen to the Sunday bands 
play.  If earned, a delicious paper bag of fries from the 

chalet pool.  Tom and I have had the great fortune to re-
tain the original cabin and expand it to continue sharing 

and making new memories year-round with now 5 gen-
erations.  Manitou magic with extended family and 

friends.  .........................................................  Lou Ann H 

Homesteader stories… 

Manitou Beach was first settled by two families who originally homesteaded the land as part of the 

settlement of Western Canada.  In 1905 John J Maclachlan settled the west end of what is now Man-
itou Beach.  He built his first home near the top of where Winnipeg Street is today.  It was a sod 

home and later included a wooden barn, both since gone.  Edwin Evenson settled the east end of the 
Beach the next year and established his home buildings in the area know as Wellington Park.  Both 

were challenged with surveying, mapping, and then designing the communities.  Next came the de-
veloping roads, lanes and lots and a plan to sell them.  Amazing people.  ..............................  Lionel S 
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And now… from our non tax-paying residents… 
 The question was posed, “What do you like about living at Manitou Beach and what would you like 

to see in the future?” and these children had answers. 

» I would like to see in the future is a play structure in Wellington and docks to swim to on the lake.  

Some things I like about living in Manitou is how close the water is to swim and that Wellington is 
basically in my back yard for me and my friends to make forts, I am also happy that the mini golf 

was open this year .............................................................................................. Liam (10 years old) 

» I like the trails to bike all around the Beach and I 
would like a bigger beach.  . Jacob (11 years old) 

» I like the park and the lake.  I would like a skate-
board park to skate board in. .... Jaxsun (9 years 

old) 
» I like going for walks and building forts.  In the 

future I would like a skateboard park and   
arcade.  .................................. Jase (8 years old) 

» What I love about living at Manitou Beach is that 
the people are like family.  I like all the wildlife, 

the deer, and the blue jays and playing in the 

stream in Wellington Park.  I enjoy our ice 
cream shop and the beach.  Manitou would be 

even greater with a walking path along Lake 
Ave. from the new park to Danceland for our 

safety and Christmas lights to brighten the walk way in winter.  It would be great to have a bouncy 
water park in the beach near Danceland and a tubing and tobogganing slope near the skating 

pond.  Thank you for the new playground for Wellington Park.   ..................... Dakota (10 years old) 

» I love Wellington Park, Danceland, the beach and swimming in the lake.  I also like winter swims 

in the Spa pool.  I do not like the lady on the top of the hill across our home.  I think it looks like a 

creepy terminated terminator robot looking into our windows at all times…it’s creepy from where 
we live and I think it would be better if it were located somewhere else.  .............. Toni (6 years old) 
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From the Rec Board… 
Despite restricted activities this summer, Mani-

tou Beach Recreation Board continued with 
activities like the Fireworks Display and re-

placement of playground equipment in Wel-
lington Park.  Our Covid19-regulated meeting 

on Sept. 15th had people from several organi-

zations looking for things to do in the next 
months.  Great community support.  Thank 

you.  ................................................  Sherwin P 

What did you think of the fireworks???? 

» The sound was the best I ever heard.  They were 
very, very good ............................................ Jeff S 

» I thought the fireworks were extraordinary ...... IGL 
» I thought it was awesome and better than the 

city.  I loved the ones that went sideways Logan R 
» It was absolutely awesome.  We could see it from 

our house ..................................................... Cal F 
 

 

On The Lake With Shawn… 
2020 has been a great year on the lake!  The 
water has been busy with boaters.  Our sea-

son always seems short, so people make the 
most of the time they have on the lake.  Docks 

were put in by the newly formed Boaters Asso-
ciation on May 30,2020.  The Boaters Associ-

ation is working on plans for a new boat 
launch and other improvements to the Marina.  

The water has noticeably gone down from the 

start of the season.  According to the Water-
shed Authority, Manitou Lake has gone down 

approximately 10 inches since May of this 
year.  From the peak height of the water in 

2017, the lake has dropped approximately 30 
inches in total.  Many more beach areas are 

revealing themselves along the shoreline.  It 
has been very interesting watching the shore 

disappear and reappear over the years from 
the Sea doo on the lake.  It is a much different 

perspective than standing on the shore. 

On Canada Day this year, the first Manitou 
Flotilla was held, with all types of boats from 

canoes and kayaks to our Sea doo and Ross 
Murray’s large sailboat.  It seemed to be re-

ceived quite well as there were lots of people 
on the beach and shoreline watching.   

A second flotilla was planned for the Labour 
Day weekend in Sept. but with high winds that 

day, the decision was made to cancel. 

…continued pg 6 …  
Rec Board meeting is 2nd Tues every month 
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On the Lake with Shawn continued … 

We have noticed lots of brine shrimp this year.  They appear to be quite big compared to previous 
years.  I always feel that the health of the shrimp correlates to the health of our lake and I am happy 

with what I am seeing this year.  Shawn has been rescuing people on the lake since he was a small 
child with his grandfather and he continues to do so today.  There were about 8 water rescues-non 

serious. Many times people swim, float or paddle across the lake without thought to the changing 
weather.  It is important to pay attention to the skies.  Also watch out for debris floating in the lake.  

This has been another great season on the lake with many people enjoying the lake in so many dif-

ferent ways.  Take care, stay safe on the water and see you next season. ......... Susan and Shawn W 

Reminders… 
ATVs and Snowmobiles are expected to 
take the most direct route out of the village 

for their use.  

Owning a pet is a responsibility not a right - 

be the most responsible pet owner you can 
be and respect the rules. 

Feeding the deer may transmit disease.  It 

makes them comfortable around people 
and the gardeners don’t want them around 

in the summer. 
 
So how was your Covid-19 summer?? 
» -As far as Danceland goes, it was probably the worst year that Danceland has had in 90 years.  

Social dancing is what we are.  And Covid is not very social  ...............................................  Millie S 

» -Wonderful.  Really enjoyed working with the students  ........................................................  Fran P 

» -It was really good.  A little slow at the start but picked up later.  Not as busy as last year because 

of less tourists.  .................................................................................................................  Warren B 

» My summer was really good at home which is unusual.  We spent quite a bit of time at the beach… 

AND WE GOT MARRIED! ............................................................................................................ Ashleigh P. 

 
Millie and Ida Grace in Danceland 
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Message from our Mayor… 
Greetings from myself and your new council. 

You have elected a diverse new council.  All 

four of these gentlemen bring a different ex-
pertise to the table, and I look forward to work-

ing with each of them.  We have been busy 
doing our homework, to be able to best serve 

our seasonal and full-time residents. Our first 
council meeting was Monday September 14th 

and we established all our committees at that 
time.  You should be able to see them on the 

website shortly, or email anyone of us with 
your concerns.  

Thanks everyone for the role you play keeping 

our village covid safe. I personally witnessed 
numerous times that full-time residents stayed 

home to allow tourists and seasonal residents 
the opportunity to access the lake and stay so-

cially distanced. It’s those times that makes 
me proud to call Manitou Beach home. Its 

working!  We got through a busy summer, 
without any outbreaks in our area. Please 

keep doing your part and let’s have a safe 
healthy fall season. 

 ...............................................  Poppy Petersen 

Communities in Bloom … 
Like most groups, Covid-19 has restricted our 

activities.  The provincial government placed 

restrictions on bingo halls and our Community 
Hall was locked down.  These factors pre-

vented us from doing bingo, which is our major 
fund raiser.  Our members were busy planting 

and maintaining various flower beds and bar-
rels throughout the village.  Our clean-up crew 

did work in Wellington Park and Uhmann Cen-
tennial Park.  We also hope to complete some 

landscaping at Uhmann Park this fall.   CiB is 
contributing to the playground equipment to be 

installed in Wellington Park. We are always 

looking for volunteers to help with our activi-
ties. 

Community Garden 
The community garden was a busy place this 

summer, with all twelve plots being utilized.  
The gardeners faced an ongoing battle with 

gophers and hopefully next year the problem 
can be dealt with early in the season. By all 

accounts, the gardens were bountiful and 

…continued pg 8 … 

 
Canada Day 2020 - Flotilla on Little Manitou Lake 
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Community Garden continued… 

some gardeners are planning to share their 

abundance with the food bank. We applaud 
their generosity. 

We remind all gardeners that their plots must 
be cleaned up by October 31. Heavy materials 

such as corn stalks and vines that do not com-
post easily must be removed. 

Also if gardeners are not planning to use their 

plot next year please contact Elaine.  If you 
wish to be placed on a wait list for a plot con-

tact Elaine as well. Elaine can be reached at 
306-946-2687. 

 

 

 

 
Little Manitou Lake 2020 

 

Mike Hayward, Vince Armstrong, Poppy Petersen 
Bill Mattick, Robb LaRochelle 

Manitou Beach Council 


